Laurel Hicks

September 23, 1941 - November 5, 2024

Laurel Klump Hicks, 83, passed away November 5, 2024. She was born in
Bad Axe, Michigan September 23, 1941 to Lawrence and Elizabeth (Golding)
Schelke.

Laurel graduated from Bad Axe High School, received her bachelor’s degree
from Wayne State University, and her master’s degree from Saginaw Valley
State University. She began her teaching career at Detroit Public Schools and
continued in Clawson before moving to Harbor Beach with her husband, Bill,
as he took over as pharmacist at Klump Drug. She spent some years raising
her two kids and volunteering for many organizations while she and Bill
remodeled an old house that she turned into a home for her family. She
returned to teaching at Our Lady of Lake Huron School before becoming a
principal and serving in that role at Port Hope Schools and Green Elementary
in Bad Axe before she retired.

Laurel was a girl before her time. She was a high school cheerleader and
played percussion in the marching band. She would have loved to play girls’
sports. However, she grew up in a time when girls did not have that
opportunity. Not being one to let anything stop her, she would often join the
boys in after school pick up games. She instilled that attitude of going after
what you want in her family, friends, and students.



She loved to dance with the waltz being her favorite. She was a fierce bridge
player and enjoyed the time she spent playing her favorite card game with her
dear friends. She was quick-witted and hilarious. She loved a good joke and
had an unmatched sense of humor.

She moved back to her hometown of Bad Axe with her second husband and
high school sweetheart, Jim Hicks. Together they remodeled an old house and
filled it with a combination of beautiful antique and modern furniture that she
skillfully refinished herself. She and Jim opened a restaurant, coffee shop, and
gift shop in downtown Bad Axe and worked side by side until they retired.

Laurel's greatest strength was the love and support she gave to her family.
She left this world a better place with those around her knowing they were
valued. She was quick to offer support, knew when to listen, and when to offer
wise advice. She welcomed all into her home with kindness.

The importance of family was evident as she assumed the role of gathering
family making holidays magical for not only her immediate family but also her
siblings, nieces, and nephews. She held nothing back, dressing up as every
year to hand out candy for Halloween and putting up Christmas decorations
that rivaled any Hallmark movie.

To those that knew her, she was a perfect role model of a loving wife,
supportive mom, caring sister, encouraging aunt, and loyal friend. The lessons
she taught and the values she exemplified will live on in those she impacted.

She will be deeply missed by her husband of 27 years, Jim, her daughter
Sarah (Scott) Johnson, her son Edward (Jennifer) Klump, and her
granddaughters Kaylee Johnson, Grace Klump, and Paige Johnson. Stepsons
James (Mercy) Lashua, Jeff (Liz) Lashua, stepdaughter Jessica Hicks, step-
grandsons lan Hicks, Martin and Thomas Lashua.



She left countless memories of laughter and love which will be cherished by
her siblings E. Lea Schelke, Ann Schelke, Jill (Mike) Terrill, Jack (Phyllis)
Schelke, Don (Tamie) Schelke, Richard (Guylynn) Schelke, and sister-in-law
Darlene Schelke, and many nieces and nephews.

Laurel was preceded in death by her first husband, William “Bill” Klump to
whom she was married for 25 years, brother Larry Schelke, and in-laws Arthur
Tank, Gloria Schelke, and Genevieve Todd.

Laurel requested that anyone wishing to offer a memorial please consider one
of these groups that played important roles in her life and to whom she was
always grateful.

Bad Axe Rotary who granted her a scholarship when she graduated high
school.

Our Lady of Lake Huron School where she had many happy years in the
classroom.

Port Hope Chamber of Commerce, as there is no longer a school in Port
Hope, where she proudly held the title of Principal.

Church of the Nazarene in Bad Axe where she recently found a church home
with a welcoming church community and sense of belonging.

Funeral service, visitation, and burial will be held Saturday, November 16,
2024. Visitation will occur from 9-11 AM with service beginning at 11 AM at
Ramsey Funeral Home in Harbor Beach followed by burial at Rock Falls
Cemetery.

Memories can be shared at www.RamseyFH.com



Cemetery Details

Rock Falls Cemetery

Harbor Beach, MI 48441

Previous Events
Visitation

NOV 16. 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

Ramsey Funeral Home, Inc
425 State St

Harbor Beach, Ml 48441
(989) 479-3407
https://www.ramseyfh.com

Funeral Service

NOV 16. 11:00 AM (ET)

Ramsey Funeral Home, Inc
425 State St

Harbor Beach, M| 48441
(989) 479-3407
https://www.ramseyfh.com


https://www.ramseyfh.com/
https://www.ramseyfh.com/

Tribute Wall

Ed/Jennifer/Family,

| have known Laurel best when she had the coffee shop. The
laughs and giggles we shared is something | won't forget. So thanks
Laurel for making my life a bit brighter when | needed it the most.
Time to rest and relax now.

Rob C Genis - November 19, 2024 at 12:04 PM

My sympathy to Laurels family, Jim and the Shelke clan. | loved
Laurels smile and her laugh was contagious. | had the chance to be
one of her bridgers. She was my ride to BAHS along with the car full
of others. Many fond memories of a very special person. Sue
(Broomfield) Dennis-King

sue Dennis -King - November 16, 2024 at 05:41 PM

We lived in Harbor Beach for 6 years when Bob was elementary
principal. For many years from 1990-2008 Laurel participated with a
group of ladies christened "The Hiverants" by Hugh Clark as Joline
was also part of the group. The family may find many wood carvings
by Hugh that he made for each lady. The group traveled across
Michigan annually playing golf, skiing, canoeing and, as we all
aged, plays and musicals. Perhaps Rose's funniest memory is when
all the ladies dressed as bag ladies and visited Smalley's Bar. The
obituary of Laurel perfectly captures how we remember her. May
God bless her and may she rest in peace.

Rose and Bob Redmond

Bob REDMOND - November 15, 2024 at 03:12 PM



The Caton family planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Laurel Hicks.

The Caton family - November 15, 2024 at 09:40 AM

The Caton family purchased the Emerald Garden
Basket for the family of Laurel Hicks.

The Caton family - November 15, 2024 at 09:40 AM

Lynda Nichol and Tom Harwood family
purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for
the family of Laurel Hicks.

Lynda Nichol and Tom Harwood family - November 14, 2024
at 09:04 PM

Lynda Nichol and Tom Harwood family planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Laurel Hicks.

Lynda Nichol and Tom Harwood family - November 14, 2024 at 09:04 PM
A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial

Tree</a> was planted in honor of Laurel Hicks.

November 14, 2024 at 08:55 AM
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https://www.ramseyfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Days of Sunshine Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Laurel Hicks.

November 14, 2024 at 08:55 AM

Amy Molinaro lit a candle in memory of Laurel ]
Hicks

amy molinaro - November 11, 2024 at 04:51 PM

I will never forget my friend,a true woman of God. She was a
beautiful soul who had a heart to help anyone and did what she
could to help. | will forever be grateful for her friendship

Cheryl Becigneul - November 10, 2024 at 06:56 PM
Jackie Courliss planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?

Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Laurel Hicks.

Jackie Courliss - November 09, 2024 at 08:57 AM
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Jackie Courliss purchased the Simply Elegant Sp
athiphyllum for the family of Laurel Hicks.

Jackie Courliss - November 09, 2024 at 08:57 AM

Mick and Marge Schott !

Mick and Marge Schott - November 09, 2024 at 08:27 AM

Fairest of All was purchased for the family of
Laurel Hicks.

November 08, 2024 at 07:57 PM

| am so sorry for your loss. Loving thoughts 1
and prayers to Mr. Hicks and her family. She
was my principal at Port Hope High "Class of
92". She always had a smile for me and
encouraging word to do my best. Thank you

Mrs. Klump. @/, 8

Dorreen Pleiness Furness - November 08, 2024 at 07:29 PM
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Barb Gorney lit a candle in memory of Laurel |
Hicks

Barb Gorney - November 08, 2024 at 02:02 PM

1"l miss playing bridge with you.

Barb Gorney - November 08, 2024 at 02:04 PM

| can still hear her laughter. We met through her husbands, Bill, and
mine David Wyman. The first time we met, we planned a ski weekend
in Cadillac. Bill was the only one who had skied. That started years of a
wonderful friendship and adventures. Bill would call on a Friday night,
say “I've got a Red Snapper. Fix something to go with it and we’ll be
over for dinner.” You were a wonderful friend Laurel. RIP. Hugs to
Sarah, Ed, and the number of friends and relatives she leaves behind
until they meet again.

Judy - November 08, 2024 at 03:06 PM

Thank you Laurel for all the wonderful afternoons playing bridge.

Annette Sweet - November 08, 2024 at 03:37 PM



